
  

 

 

Dear Friends, 

First Serve is bigger and better than ever! 

How is it bigger? Once again, we will be partnering with Temple 

Beth Shalom and the Islamic Society of Akron and Kent. Scripture is 

absolutely clear that we are called to know those who are not just 

like us and find our commonality as children of God. The partnership has been one of 

the great blessings of First Serve. It is now time to share that blessing with others. This 

winter we invited four other Hudson churches to join First Serve this year, and all of 

them said yes with great enthusiasm. As word of our mission has spread, we have had 

interest from other churches in the greater Akron area who will also be joining us. In 

addition, the city of Akron and the mayor have fully embraced First Serve and actively 

support our efforts.  

   

Because of First Serve’s growth, this year we will be in two neighborhoods of Akron.  

We will build on the relationships developed in the Summit Lake area last year, with 

the hope of having about a thousand volunteers in that neighborhood. In addition, we 

will have a second group (also hoped to near one thousand) in the North Hill 

Neighborhood. We already know the area well, especially through our hundreds of 

volunteers at Findley Community Learning Center and through many collaborative 

efforts with Trinity UCC on North Main.  

 

Along with so many other projects, we will be beautifying a community center in the 

midst of an AMHA housing development in North Hill, which we will be utilizing as a 

satellite classroom for the Children’s Center. The space will allow us to build 

relationships with the youngest in the neighborhood. The satellite classroom will mean 

that we have a touch on each of the stages of the pipeline to success for children in 

Akron, as we already have a direct touch with elementary age children at Findley and a 

deep commitment to middle and high school students through SWAG in Summit Lake. 

 

First Serve will be on Sunday September 9, beginning with a sending service at 9:00 at 

the Akron Civic Theater (the day has become too big to start at our church). Everyone 

will then go out to North Hill or Summit Lake for a day of service, followed by a closing 

meal and celebration in each of the neighborhoods. I’m confident you will be glad you 

spent your day at First Serve and that it will be the right way to begin the year together.  

Much more information about the day can be found in this newsletter. 

 

And, you may ask, how will First Serve be better than ever? The answer is simple, every 

year has been better than the one before, and this year promises to be the best yet.    

 

I look forward to sharing with you on September 9! 

Peter 
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 A couple months ago, an email message from one of the publishing companies 

from which I order books and other materials from time to time caught my eye.  Like a 

few other companies, this one sends me periodic messages promoting new books or re-

sources currently available through their company.  Usually, I skim through the message, 

glancing at the contents, and then I delete it.   

 One of the books featured in the message caught my attention.  It was titled CPR 

for the Soul: Reviving a Sense of the Sacred in Everyday Life.  The title bothered me, unsettled 

me a bit.  The physical intervention of CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) is a serious 

thing, needed at critical, life-threatening moments in life, the kind that gets your adrena-

lin pumping and when time seems to move so quickly and slowly at the same time.  But 

CPR for the soul?  That seemed extreme, a bit dramatic for me, a gimmicky title to grab people’s attention so 

they would order the book.  After registering my skepticism at the book title, I skimmed the book’s description 

and didn’t find myself convinced of any need for the book.  So I deleted the message and moved on to other 

messages in my inbox. 

            The next week, though, another message come from the same publisher, with another set of their books 

and products to promote.  CPR for the Soul appeared again, amidst new titles and resources.  Again, it caught 

my eye.  I still dismissed the title. 

            Then the following week, another message, more products promoted, and still that same title, CPR for 

the Soul.  I guess you could say their advertising worked, because I hopped over to Amazon to read reviews on 

the book, which while only a few, were all positive and thoughtfully written.  I debated with myself whether to 

order the book or not.  I questioned whether my interest in it came only from the frequent advertising by the 

publishing company, or if there was more to it for me.  When I tried to answer honestly that self-inquiry, I 

knew there was more to it for me.  I had been quick to dismiss the title because it bothered me.  Yet, usually 

when something bothers or unsettles me, it’s probably because it’s hitting a tender spot in me, a place where 

I’m holding some hurt or fear or desire or worry.  

            Do our souls ever need CPR?  Honestly, yes, especially given the pace of life at which we live today.  We 

live with all sorts of electronic gadgets that vie for our attention, the 24-hour news cycle that makes every news 

story seem like a crisis, the moral and ethical divides in our communities and country that seem to be growing 

bigger, the pressures to succeed in all arenas of our lives, all at the same time.  All of this takes a toll on us, 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually.   

            The soul.  It’s hard to define it.  We also might have heard it called spirit, true self, or core essence, to 

name a few.  One description of it I have heard is that it’s like a deer in the woods, something we might catch a 

glimpse of if we walk quietly into the woods and wait patiently.  Even then, we might likely only see it out of 

the corner of our eye.  It can be elusive, quick, shy; but to survive in the woods, we know it would also need to 

be strong, resourceful, hardy.  I think of the soul as the core essence in ourselves that most of us will likely nev-

er fully know but is essential to our wellbeing in some mysterious way.  Our soul somehow makes possible our 

communion with the holy or sacred in life.   

            In our day-to-day living, with family and work responsibilities that fill our hours, it can be easy to lose 

touch with our souls, which keep us in touch with God.  After some time, we may find we need a “spiritual 

intervention,” as the author Tom Stella puts it in his foreword to CPR for the Soul (yes, I ordered the book).  We 

may need to find the people, the readings, the experiences, the places that draw our eyes from the daily path 

we trudge up toward the horizon, toward that which is bigger than we are, that gives us a sense of awe, of holi-

ness, or hope. 

            What those people, readings, experiences, and places might vary for each of us.  Perhaps it’s letting the 

music at Blossom wash over you as the sun sets.  Maybe it’s reading poetry or scripture.  Maybe it’s sitting 

back and watching your children play and laugh, noticing the immediate and present joy they are experienc-

ing.  Perhaps it’s the feeling of the sand on your bare feet, squishing between your toes, getting washed away 

by a wave at the ocean or lake. 

(continued on next page) 
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Refresh, Renew, Rejuvenate 

It was nothing short of glorious, simply glorious!  

Watching the sunrise and sunset each day  

from our condo situated on the Indian River Bay, was simply glorious!  

I am pretty sure this happens every day, without fail,  

but somehow for some reason, it was different.  

It was right there, right in front of me,  

almost forcing me to see it, to not miss it.  

I must admit,  

I need that at times!  

At times, I need to be almost forced,  

to stop, slowdown, sit. 

Can anyone relate??? 

I might not always want to  

slowdown, stop, sit, reflect, exhale,  

but, I need it!  

If I am honest,  

sitting on the screened-in porch, was peaceful, calming, relaxing.  

The summer provides the opportunity for me  

to pause,  

slow down,  

catch my breath, 

amidst the craziness of life.  

With two little girls who are both school age,  

August through May can be, what is the word… crazy, hectic.  

Now, I must admit I enjoy the fast pass  

and I would prefer doing, going, completing,  

instead of sitting, stopping, resting…  

Yet within the rhythm of our lives,  

the creator and author of Human Life,  

has fashioned, formed, dare I say commanded, rest.  

Now, what do I mean by rest?  

A time where we can be refreshed, renewed, rejuvenated.  

The fast pass is invigorating,  

but it seems that even Jesus made time to pause, reflect, refresh.  

Early in the morning Jesus withdrew to quiet places to be alone in prayer (Mark 1:35). 

Maybe, just maybe, we too need time to pause, reflect, refresh.  

My Friends, this summer, take the time,  

better yet make the time, create the space,  

to slow down, rest, refresh and renew.   

 

Rev. Jeanette Brodersen (continued) 

Whatever it may be, may it revive your soul.  May it remind you that you are not an isolated individual, 

but by your soul, that you are connected to God and to one another in a beautiful, mysterious way.  May it help 

you connect with the sacred around us. 

Peace, Jeanette  
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 COME JOIN THE GANG! 

 All Kindergarten through 5th graders are invited to be a part of Wonder-

ful Wednesday! 

 Do you know what Wonderful Wednesday is?  Wonderful Wednesday 

is…well…wonderful!  It is our Wednesday afternoon choir program for our Kin-

dergarten through Fifth grade children. 

 It all starts each Wednesday at 5:00 pm with dinner (all kid favorites: 

chicken fingers, spaghetti, mac & cheese, corn dogs, etc.) Then, the children di-

vide into age groups and head out to go to choir while some are doing Biblical 

crafts, liturgical dance, sign language, and games.  The whole thing finishes at 

6:30 pm. 

 Get more information and meet the Gang on the Wonderful Wednesday Rally Day: Sunday, August 19 

after the 10:30 service in Fellowship Hall!  Wonderful Wednesday starts on August 22.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Children’s Ministries 

 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

Don’t miss it: Sunday, August 12 

9:00 & 10:30 Worship Services 

Come to Church ... bring your backpack ... be ready for a fabulous 2018-19 school year!  All 

children (PK-?) may come to worship through the Children’s Message to have their back-

packs blessed, not just 1st-5th graders! Youth and adults are invited to participate. 

Are you ready to be an ACOLYTE? 
All 4th and 5th graders who are interested in bringing in the Light of Christ during our worship services are in-

vited to be an Acolyte. Acolyte training will be promptly at 9:45-10:15 on Sunday, September 16. Please be sure 

your acolyte is inside in the Alcove by 9:45! We are trying to squeeze training into a very slim time period between the 

first & second services! Acolyte training is mandatory for all acolytes, even if the child was an acolyte last year. 

Acolytes will start at both services on September 16 and continue through May 19. Please email Dee or Katie 

and give acolyte’s name, grade, mailing address and best email address. 

   Training Date: September 16  Time: Promptly! 9:45-10:15  Place: Alcove 

**Parents are asked to attend the training as well! 

Questions? Call Dee Buchanan or Katie Morgan, Director of Children’s Ministries and Assistant Director of 

Children’s Ministries: 330-650-4048 ext. 323 or email dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org; kmorgan@hudsonucc.org. 

Light Up the Night for Sean! 

Please join the family and friends of Sean Donaldson on Sunday, September 30 at 5:00 pm as we walk in the Leukemia 

and Lymphoma Society’s Light the Night Walk.  The walk will take place at Lock 3 in Akron (200 South Main Street).   

Parents of our Rising Third Graders! 
An exciting Sunday is coming! Each child entering 3rd grade will be presented with a Bible on September 16 

during the 9:00 and 10:30 worship services. The Bibles will be inscribed with your son or daughter’s name, the 

date presented and the church’s name. Your child will learn how to use his/her Bible as part of the Sunday 

School rotation curriculum. Please take a moment to let us know how your child’s name should appear in the 

Bible and if you will be attending at 9:00 or 10:30 by going to http://hudsonucc.org/children/3rd-grade-bibles/?

view=mobile. Questions? Contact, Dee (dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org) or Katie (kmorgan@hudsonucc.org).  

mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kmorgan@hudsonucc.org
http://hudsonucc.org/children/3rd-grade-bibles/?view=mobile%20
http://hudsonucc.org/children/3rd-grade-bibles/?view=mobile%20
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 August is a time for so many new beginnings: a new school year, a new season of activities and sports, a new 

routine as we leave the summer days behind us. I am so excited to return all of our favorite Youth programs 

and to try some new things as well in my new role as Director of Youth Ministries. Some aspects of this will be 

new for sure, but much of it will be familiar as well. Steve is still here at church and leading Youth Ministry 

and teaching Confirmation. Amy will still be coordinating so many high school events and sharing her creativ-

ity, joy, and love with our high schoolers. I will continue my role with D&D in addition to leading Impact and 

Breakfast Club each week. Being a part of the ASP team is part of my new role as well. Lots of new things are 

ahead for the Youth Team alongside lots of familiar ones. It’s going to be a great year! Please reach out to Ste-

ve, Amy, or me with any questions you might have. 

Be sure to mark your calendar for these important August dates: 

August 4: Gennesaret - Meet at church at 9:00 am, return about 1:30. Contact Jeff Wells 

(jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) for more information. 

August 13: Freshman Ice Cream Social - All ninth graders are invited for an evening of ice cream 

and fun to celebrate the last days of summer before heading off to your first days of high school. We’ll 

meet at 7:00 pm, location to be determined. Watch for email and text updates. Let’s start the school year 

right! 

August 14: Chalk the Walks - All Middle School students (rising 6-8th graders) are invited to meet at 

the middle school to “chalk the walks” to welcome everyone back for a new school year in the form of fun 

and inspirational chalk drawings and messages. You don’t have to be an artist to join! If you can write 

with chalk you can do this. Meet in the middle school parking lot at 2:30-3:30 pm. Chalk will be provided. 

See you there! 

August 19: Sixth Grade Welcome to Breakfast Club! - NEW SIXTH GRADERS!!! We are so excit-

ed for you to join the fun! We officially welcome our newest friends to Breakfast Club at 10:30 am on Sun-

day, August 19. That’s the weekend after school starts. Head right to the Youth Room for interesting dis-

cussions, fun games, and donuts!!!  Until then, rising 7–12th graders continue to meet in the Youth Room 

today and for the rest of the summer. Join us with your friends during the 10:30 am service. 

August 19: Impact is Back! - Impact kicks off another great year at 6:00-7:30 pm in the Youth Room. 

We are so excited for you and your friends to start your week with us! Be there! 

August 22: D&D Resumes! - Your favorite Wednesday afternoon snack shack and hang out is back in 

business. Callie will meet you outside the cafeteria right after school and we’ll walk to church together. 

From 3:00-5:00 pm we’ll have a snack, play some games, talk about things, and have dinner. Friends are 

always welcome! 

 

Youth Ministries 

TPP  

2018 

mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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Women’s Bible Study - Numbers: Learning Contentment in a Culture of More. Led by Tracy Zappone 

Starts Wednesday, September 12 (seven weeks). Two Options: 12:30—2:00 pm and 6:45—8:15 pm 

Interested? Email Tracy Zappone at pzappone@yahoo.com  

Genesis Flipped - We have heard those well known stories in Genesis: Creation, The Flood, Abraham and 

Isaac, Sodom and Gomorrah, The Tower of Babel, but what would happen if we took those old stories and 

flipped them and looked at them from a new perspective? Join us for Genesis Flipped, A Fresh Take on some Old 

Stories. Led by Rev. Steve Hockstra. Thursdays, September 13—Ocotber 18 (6 weeks). Two Options: 10:30 am—

Noon and 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Signup by emailing the church office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org) 

Pathfinders Resumes September 16 - Pathfinders will resume on Sunday, September 16 at 9:00am in The 

Chapel. They will be watching and discussing Dr. Andrew Newberg series, The Spiritual Brain: Science and Reli-

gious Experience. If you have any questions about Pathfinders please contact Marie Libby at mclibby64@aol.com. 

The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience, award-winning scholar and practicing neurosci-

entist Dr. Andrew Newberg, Director of Research at the Myrna Brind Center of Integrative Medicine at Thomas 

Jefferson University Hospital, offers you 24 riveting lectures that explore the new and exciting field of neurothe-

ology, a discipline aimed at understanding the connections between our brains and different kinds of religious 

phenomena. Using an academic, experimental approach into what he calls “objective measures of spirituality,” 

Dr. Newberg attempts to explain what others have previously only guessed at: the neuroscientific basis for why 

religion and spirituality have played such a prominent role in human life. 

 
 

Adult Faith Formation 

Ethics in Our Lives - Alive and Well, or on Oxygen? 

Community Presentation by William (Bill) J. O’Rourke 

Thursday, November 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

First Congregational Church of Hudson 

This presentation is meant for individuals and families who would like to hone their ability to exercise their faith 

and ethical values in everyday life.  

Topics include: *When to intervene; *Standing up to power; *Showing mercy; *Skirting the rules; *Conflicts of in-

terest; *Loyalty; *Suspicion without evidence; and *Unfair Advantage.  

Each topic will be individually addressed, with engaging and challenging real-life dilemmas and discussion for 

participants of all ages. Everyone will have opportunity to exercise their critical thinking and problem-solving 

skills in the context of their faith. 

Presenter Bill O’Rourke  is the co-author of The Business Ethics Field Guide with B. Able and 

A. Miller (2016) - currently used by 17 universities - and The Power of Ethics with P. Geissler 

(2014). He is Senior Advisor to Value Capture LLC, a leadership and ethics consulting firm, 

and a notable authority on ethical behavior worldwide. He is a frequent lecturer and class-

room instructor on ethics at dozens of universities and companies in the United States, Eu-

rope, Asia, and Africa. He is an Ethics Fellow at the Wheatley Institution at Brigham Young 

University, where he serves on the Ethics Advisory Board, and serves on the Board of Direc-

tors at John Carroll University and Sustainable Pittsburgh. Earlier at Alcoa, he was Presi-

dent of Alcoa-Russia, Vice President of Global Business Services, CIO, Patent Counsel and 

Corporate Auditor, as well as Vice President under three CEOs of Environment, Health & 

Safety and Sustainability.                         

 

mailto:pzappone@yahoo.com
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:mclibby64@aol.com
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An Interfaith Day of Service in Akron   

Sunday, September 9, 2018  

9 am – 6 pm  

You’re invited to a day of service and fun! 

First Serve brings together more than 1,000 individuals from different faiths and backgrounds to work 

alongside each other in a day of volunteering in Akron. This year we will be serving two neighborhoods: 

the Summit Lake Community and the North Hill Community of Akron.  

• Cleaning up flower beds, weeding, planting flowers 

• Restore outdoor amphitheater in Akron park 

• Paint colorful picnic tables 

• Kitchen cabinet revitalization 

• Yard clean up 

• Alley clean up 

• Traveling neighborhood cleanup “dance tour” 

• Create windchimes for parks 

• Revitalize parks, public areas with paint 

• Hang public artwork over graffiti 

• Plus much more! 

Day’s Schedule  

9:00 am  Sending Service at the Akron Civic Theater - Doors open at 8 am 

9:30 am  Pick up t-shirts in theater lobby and head to work sites 

10:00 am Project crews arrive at work site 

3:30 pm Volunteers wrap-up projects  

4:00-6:00 pm Celebration Event: Share a meal with volunteers and residents in either North Hill or  

                       Summit Lake. 

On-line Registration opens the  
first week in August. 

Visit our new First Serve Website for  
volunteer and project information, sign-

ups, photos and a video. Share the  
website link with friends and family and 
invite them to join you on September 9. 

Website:  JoinFirstServe.org 
 

Questions? Contact: 
Sue Wimer, swimer@hudsonucc.org 

Trip Kern, trip.kern@gmail.com 

joinfirstserve.org
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
mailto:trip.kern@gmail.com
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, gentleness and self-control” 

Galatians 5:22-23       

 

 Members at FCCH are turning ordinary grey or black rocks are turning into brightly 

colored gems to put a smile on someone’s face! You may have seen them on social media, 

found one around town or are hearing about it for the first time right here, rocks that are 

painted and hidden in and locally with organizations on social media. It’s a random act of 

kindness. No thank you or receiving something in return. You just do it! 

 The walking and hiking groups that start in the Spring through the Fall seemed like 

the logical place to try this idea. On the back of the rock it says, “Wherever you are on your journey you are wel-

come here” and ask the person who finds the rock to send us a picture here at the church. Even if we don’t re-

ceive a picture, that’s okay. The groups have had fun painting and hiding the rocks. Because we have hikes all 

over the Cuyahoga Valley National Park and Summit County Trails, we have the opportunity to spread some 

positive thoughts. 

 Women on Wednesday, also known as WOW, have also painted and hidden rocks! Women on Wednes-

day is a group open to all women of the church who may have time on Wednesday mornings to meet at the 

church in Fellowship Hall between 9 & 10 am. It is a fun and loving group of ladies who meet to bring forth con-

cerns and thanksgivings, pray and fellowship once a week (coffee and a snack included!). The group helps with 

folding and taping newsletters as well as other tasks that groups need assistance with (i.e. filling Easter baskets, 

addressing envelopes, etc.). Come as often as you want, we don’t take attendance, but we love to see new faces! 

In His Name, Kathy 

 

August FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be held on August 20 at 12:00 noon. The 

program, First Connect: A New Perspective on Outreach, will be presented by Emily Lopick,  Director of First 

Connect. Imagine a church where people could come together - no matter their location - and worship. That’s a 

reality here at FCCH, thanks to First Connect - our digital ministry that provides worship to those who can’t 

make it to our physical church. Through the livestreaming of our services, as well as providing other digital 

content, we are forming a virtual community and extending our reach far beyond these walls. Emily is excited 

to come and share what’s been happening with this new and up-and-coming ministry.  She will provide 

updates and leave plenty of time for questions!  

FCCH ROCKS! 

Health Ministries 
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 Peter Wiley outlined in last month’s newsletter a number of personnel 

changes here at First Congregational Church of Hudson. I sadly must add another. 

Chelsea Selvaggio, our singer with the eleven fifty-nine band for over four years, is 

leaving us.  

 Like most experiences in our lives, there are positives and negatives. The 

negative here is obvious: We will no longer have Chelsea’s ebullient personality, 

incredible voice and beautiful spirit with us at the eleven fifty-nine service. But the 

positive is that she is moving on to become Director of Music at a Methodist church 

in Stow. We are always delighted to provide musicians with the experience of ministry so that they can 

“go and do likewise”. Chelsea’s last service will be Sunday, August 12. Please come out and show her 

how much she means to this community of faith, as she goes forth to share her many gifts with another 

community of faith. 

 We are continuing the process of auditioning a new singer for the eleven fifty-nine service. If you 

know anyone who might be interested in singing with us, please let me know. Thanks! 

  

• We have chosen our spring 2019 choral/orchestral piece. It is Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis 

Pacem which, despite the title, is 95 percent in English. We are combining again with Bath Church 

UCC, and auditions will be in late fall for rehearsals beginning first of the year. 

• Charlotte Plank, our organist, led a group of 15 women singers in worship on July 8. She is excited 

about continuing this new ministry in the fall. It will not only be a place to come together to sing 

beautiful harmony, but also a safe and supportive community for women. Please email Charlotte at 

cplank@hudsonucc.org to see how you can reconnect with your creative side, meet new people or try 

something new. 

• While a couple of our groups have a fixed membership (like Memorial Choir and eleven fifty-nine 

band), the rest do not, and we are always looking to expand the music ministry, so that we can pro-

vide opportunities for everyone to participate. This year, we are particularly focusing on growing the 

Men’s Ensemble and making it younger. Adding men between the ages of 20 and 50 makes a more 

virile and vibrant sound, and insures the longevity of the group. Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights 

from 8:30-9:30 and we only sing in service once every six weeks or so. Some of our current members 

travel for work, so we understand that not everyone can make every rehearsal. Watch the bulletin for 

the date of our first rehearsal. 

• $50,000 has been raised for our organ maintenance fund. Our goal is $100,000. If you are interested in 

supporting the long-term health of our historic tracker organ, please contact Sue Wimer. 

• Our kindergarten-12th grade music ministry continues to grow and change every year, as our children 

move from grade school to middle school to high school and graduation. Please know that wherever 

your child is in this continuum, there is a place for them. Many students (and their parents) have told 

us how valuable our community of faith has become to them during their journey through childhood 

and adolescence into young adulthood. Do your child a favor and encourage them to sing and/or play 

with us! 

See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 

mailto:cplank@hudsonucc.org
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Mission and Outreach 

Family Promise 

Thanks to each and every one of you for your time and hospitality given to our guests during our host week 

in June!  Guest recap:  We had four families (five adults and ten children).  One family (Carole, Brandon, and 

Jackson) received keys to their new place and moved in on July 3.  Gary and family also exited the program 

last month.  Ten of our 15 guests were pampered with free haircuts at Great Clips of Hudson. The stylists 

were outstanding!  THANK YOU, GREAT CLIPS! Dinner Hosts provided amazing buffets.  Families enjoyed 

the old Hudson El playground and hoops.  Charles & Charne visited our library twice with their chil-

dren.  Much fun was had shooting pool and playing games with our guests. 

Our next host week is September 2-9, 2018. A schedule has been started for September, secure your favorite 

spot ASAP. I will happily add you to the schedule!   We have a wonderful crew of van drivers, but remember, 

the van knows no gender. Please contact me or visit the Outreach Info Station in the church hallway for vol-

unteer opportunities during our next host week. Beth Sosinski, bethsosinski@gmail.com.  

Hattie Larlham is seeking Volunteers in Mantua at the Center for Children and in Summit Coun-

ty at our group homes.  Volunteers can assist with recreation activities and crafts, outdoor yard 

work or indoor painting, cleaning of windows/screens and washing their large wheelchair accessi-

ble van.   Baby and toddler play time is needed in Mantua and training is provided. For additional 

information, contact Sue Wimer, Dir. of Stewardship & Outreach at swimer@hudsonucc.org. 

Summer needs, thank you for continuing to support this mission! 

Trinity UCC provides support to the families of Findley students, refugees, and the poor of the North Hill area of 

Akron.  

Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. NO FOOD PLEASE.  

Greatest Needs: 

 Capri pants for women and girls 

 Shorts and short sleeved tops/shirts for men, women, children 

 Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T – 5 (We never have enough toddler clothing!) 

 Tennis shoes: men, women, children 

 Pots and pans, silverware/flatware/kitchenware 

 Blankets, sheets, comforters, quilts - Queen, King 

 Sleeping pillows (new or very good condition) and towels 

 Crib sheets for babies 

Thank you!  Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com. 

LOOKING FOR MOBILE MEALS DRIVERS 

 Mobile Meals, an affiliate of Meals-on-Wheels, has served our area for many years. Through the Mission 

Board, our church supports this organization both financially and with volunteer help. 

 We began delivering meals in July, 2013. We presently have two team drivers serving Stow and one team 

serving Cuyahoga Falls. Meals are delivered on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The commitment of each driver is to 

make deliveries one day per month, usually between the hours of 11:00 am and 12:30 pm.  

 We currently need a driver in Stow on the second Tuesday of each month. We also need substitute drivers 

to fill in when regular drivers are unavailable. For further information, contact Henry Vigor at (330) 653-5200 or 

hkvigor@windstream.net. 

mailto:bethsosinski@gmail.com
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
mailto:hkvigor@windstream.net
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to:  

 Erik & Melissa Ahlin on the baptism of Emily Louise Ahlin on July 22. Proud grand- 

 parents include David and Nancy Burr. 

WEDDING ~ Congratulations to:  

 Charlotte Plank’s father, David Booth Beers and Marian Kuhn Browning on their wedding 

 June 16. 
 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 The family and friends of Dick Rundell who died July 4.  

 The family and friends of Pat Daum who died July 8. 

 The family and friends of Grace Lewis who died July 9. 

 Joan Sauer and family on the death of Thomas “Tim” Sauer on  July 14. 

 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

 Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol, JoAnn Pope, Karen Zonyk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn Reynolds 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick Buhler 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor  
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Director of Youth Ministries 

Amy Baldwin, Youth Ministry Assistant 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Adjunct Minister 

The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

  

The ROMEOs (Retired Older Men Eating Out) are still alive and well after more than 30 years. We recently changed 

location because of space limitation at the Gables. We are now meeting at Lager & Vine, located at 30 W. Streetsboro 

Street on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 12:30 pm. We encourage anyone who is interested, to join 

the group for great conversations and fellowship. For more information, call Henry Vigor at (330) 653-5200. 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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Livestream Changes 

We livestream our 10:30 and 11:59 services every Sunday to ensure you can 

worship with us – no matter your location! Our livestream is available on the 

church’s Facebook page and our website. If you currently access our 

livestream by visiting our website (www.hudsonucc.org), we wanted to let 

you know that starting in August, there will be a few changes:  

1. When you access the “Livestream” page on www.hudsonucc.org, you will now see a link that says “Click Here 

To Access Livestream.” 

2. That link will take you to www.firstconnect.org – our digital ministry’s website – where the livestream is   

prominently displayed on the main page. 

3. On the new website, you will be able to access a variety of digital resources, including: 

• Archives 

• Bulletins 

• Other video content, including Bible studies and holiday features 

• A dedicated page to Tech Support, including the ability to submit a technical issue ticket 

If you have any questions, please contact Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect, at elopick@hudsonucc.org.   

http://www.hudsonucc.org
http://www.hudsonucc.org
http://www.firstconnect.org
mailto:elopick@hudsonucc.org

